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SUB J : UNIVERSITY STUDENTS BEGIN BOYCOTT OF CLASSES 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 0089 

SUMMARY: MON., JAN 24, ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY (AAU) STUDENTS 
BEGAN "CREEPING" BOYCOTT OF CLASSES, WHICH NOW APPEARS TO HAVE 
ACHIEVED MEASURE OF SUCCESS. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY STUDENTS 
REPORTEDLY INITIATED BOYCOTT ON PRETEXT OF DEMANDING RESIGNA- 
TION OR FIRING OF S&T FACULTY MEMBER. LIBERAL ARTS STUDENTS 
JOINED BOYCOTT IN SYMPATHY WITH S&T STUDENTS, ADDING DEMAND 
SUPPORTING AAU LABORERS. THERE SOME EVIDENCE HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS ALSO JOINING BOYCOTT TODAY TO SHOW SOLIDARITY WITH 
AAU STUDENTS. IT APPEARS ADDITIONAL DEMANDS FOR STUDENT PARTICI- 
PATION IN AAU ADMINISTRATION AND FOR CHANGE OF UNIVERSITY GRADING 
SYSTEM SUBMITTED AFTER BOYCOTT GAINED MOMENTUM. ALTHOUGH DE- 
MANDS CAREFULLY AVOID POLITICAL CONFRONTATION WITH 
PMAC, RELIABLE SOURCES CLAIMS THIS SAFEST TECHNIQUE FOR STUDENTS 
TO PROTEST AGAINST PMAC. END SUMMARY 

1 . MORNING JAN 25 ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY STUDENTS REPORTEDLY BEGAN BOYCOTT OF CLASSES. 
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FIRST DAY WAS ONLY PARTIALLY SUCCESSFUL EFFORT. FOLLOWING 
DAY HOWEVER SAW ALMOST COMPLETE ABSENCE OF S&T STUDENTS 
FROM CLASSROOM AND SIMILAR ACTION AT NEARBY AAU LIBERAL ARTS 
CAMPUS. INITIAL STUDENT DEMANDS SEEMED TO CENTER ON S&T 
STUDENTS' REQUEST TO HAVE ONE OF ITS FACULTY MEMBERS RESIGN 
OR BE FIRED AND LIBERAL ARTS STUDENTS' SUPPORT FOR GRIEVANCES 
OF AAU LABORERS. IT RUMORED AAU LABORERS NOT ALLOWED BY EPMG 
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TO FORM UNION OR PARTICIPATE IN ADMINISTRATION OF UNIVERSITY 
AS PREVIOUSLY DEMANDED IN DEC. 

2. ON JAN 26, SIZEABLE NUMBER OF STUDENTS RETURNED TO 
CLASS, WHILE AWAITING DECISION ON THEIR DEMANDS. COINCI- 
DENTALLY, DURING CURFEW HOURS OF SAME NIGHT MASSIVE QUANTITY 

OF EPRP HANDOUTS AND BANNERS APPEARED THROUGHOUT CITY. FOLLOWING 
DAY. BOYCOTT BECAME OFFICIAL, AS NONE OF STUDENT DEMANDS WERE 
GRANTED. DEMANDS WHICH WERE ADDED DURING WEEK SUBSEQUENT TO 
INITIAL CLASS BOYCOTT INCLUDED GREATER STUDENT PARTICIPATION 
IN UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION AND REVISION "IMPOSSIBLE" GRADING 
SYSTEM. RELIABLE SOURCE ACKNOWLEDGES DEMANDS WERE CHOSEN AND 
WRITTEN IN MANNER. WHICH WOULD MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO 
BE MET BY EPMG. 

3. WEEK-LONG STUDENT ACTIVITY APPEARS TO HAVE CULMINATED 

IN STRONG EPMG REACTION AND THERE REPORTS TODAY OF PRESENCE OF 
MACHINE GUN JEEPS AND TROOPS ON AAU CAMPUS, SOME SHOOTING 
IN NEAR VICINITY, AND CLOSE SURVEILLANCE OF HIGH SCHOOL STU- 
DENTS WHO APPEAR TO BE JOINING AAU BOYCOTT. 

4. COMMENT: WEEK-LONG ACTIVITIES HAVE APPEARANCE OF BEING 
WELL-ORCHESTRATED AND LEND SOME CREDENCE TO CONTENTIONS OF 
STRONG EPRP SUPPORT AMONG STUDENTS. COINCIDENCE OF REAPPEARANCE 
OF EPRP LITERATURE THROUGHOUT CITY DURING PAST WEEK AND WELL- 
PLANNED BOYCOTT OF CLASSES SUBSTANTIATES DEC RUMORS 
DEMONSTRATIONS WOULD OCCUR AT UNIVERSITY DURING JAN. NON- 
POLITICAL DEMANDS SEEM CAREFULLY CHOSEN TO AVOID INDISCRIMINATE 
SHOOTINGS BY EPMG TROOPS AS IN PAST. ALSO BOYCOTT TECHNIQUE 
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OBVIATES NEED FOR WIDESPREAD PUBLIC MANIFESTATIONS TO DEMON 
STRATE STUDENT UNITY AND DISCONTENT WITH DIRG. IMPACT OF 
STUDENT BOYCOTT AGAINST BACKGROUND OF RECENT EPMG MILITARY 
REVERSES IN NORTH DIFFICULT TO ASSESS AT PRESENT, BECAUSE IT 
NOT YET KNOWN DEGREE OF SUPPORT STUDENTS HAVE AMONG ADDIS 
ELEMENTS DISENCHANTED WITH PMAC. 

5. EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS OF STUDENT BOYCOTT 
CLOSELY AND REPORT. 

TIENKEN 
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